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Literary Analysis Outline

As you read The Picture of Dorian Grey, you can see that Oscar Wilde has used the seven deadly sins to easily represent the themes and motifs of the story.

I. Introduction

A. “No artist is ever morbid. The artist can express everything.”

1. Preface, pg1

2. Explanation.

B. Oscar Wilde

1. Writer

2. Poet

3. Playwright

C. Elements of Novels

1. Plot

2. Setting

3. Characters

II. Themes

A. The purpose of Art

1. Ch2, pg.26

2. Ch8, pg.99
B. The Supremacy of Youth and Beauty

1. CH1 pg. 18

2. CH2 pg. 24

C. Superficial Nature of Society

1. Ch4 pg. 52

2. Ch5, pg.66
D. Negative consequences of Influence

1. CH2 pg. 19

2. Ch9, pg.112
III. Motifs

A. Meaning

B. The picture of Dorian Grey.

1. Ch11, pg.150
2. Ch8, pg.110
C. Homoerotic Male Relationships

1. Ch12, pg.154

2. Ch2, pg. 21  
D. The Color of White

1. Ch2, pg.23

2. Ch2, pg.26
IV. Seven Deadly Sins

A. Vanity

1. Ch1, pg.10

2. Ch2, pg.27

B. Lust

1. Ch2, pg.23

2. Ch5, pg.65

C. Gluttony

1. Ch2, pg.22
2. Ch18, pg.189
D. Avarice

1. Ch5, pg.66

2. Ch5, pg.68

E. Sloth

1. Ch2, pg.27

2. Ch5, pg.70

F. Wrath

1. Ch5, pg.73

2. Ch5, pg.75

G. Envy

1. Ch1, pg.18

2. Ch1, pg.18

V. Conclusion

A. Why did Dorian Grey summon Alan Campbell?

B. What do you think Dorian Grey’s threat was that made Alan Campbell agree?

C. Why was Dorian Grey at the Wharf and who did he meet?

D. How did he escape from the attacker?

E. What made Dorian Grey afraid at Selby Royal?

F. What did the dead body mean to Dorian Grey?

G. Why did Oscar Wilde end his novel the way he did? 
After analyzing The Picture of Dorian Gray, the readers can easily understand the themes and motifs from the seven deadly sins.
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“No artist is ever morbid. The artist can express everything.” This is a quote written by Oscar Wilde in the story The Picture of Dorian Grey in the preface. Every artist has his own pleasant way to present uninteresting or disturbing topics. They are able to give us a point in a very mannerly way. Oscar Wilde is a famous writer and poet. His writing had a lot of different ideas that people did not have in their mind. The Picture of Dorian Grey was one of his best books that he wrote. He is also a play wright although he wrote one play but he is qualified for this title. The plot of the story is about Dorian Grey getting influenced by his friends and the seven deadly sins play a big part in the story too. The story takes place in Victorian England, London. The main characters are Dorian Grey, Basil Hallward and Lord Henry. As you read The Picture of Dorian Grey, you can see that Oscar Wilde has used the seven deadly sins to easily represent the themes and motifs of the story.
There are four themes in the story. The first theme of the story is the purpose of art. “It is quite finished! He cried, at last, and stooping down he wrote his name in long vermilion letters on the left-hand corner of the canvas” (Ch2, pg.26). When drawing on a canvas the artist always signs his name on the painting. It is mostly his/her initials on one of the corners of the canvas. The reason for this is to give credit for the artist hard work. “The portrait that Basil Hallward had painted of him would be a guide to him through life” (Ch8, pg.99). In this quote Basil paints a drawing of Dorian Grey. The purpose of that is to guide him through life. So art has a meaning in life and can be a life helper also. The second theme of the book is the supremacy of youth and beauty. “All the candor of youth was there, as well as all the youth’s passionate purity” (Ch1, pg.18). What happened here is that Lord Henry was staring at Dorian Grey. He was looking at his beauty and youth. It was not a normal stare and Lord Henry finally found out why Basil Hallward worshipped Dorian. “Because you have the most marvelous youth, and youth is the one thing worth having” (Ch2, Pg.24). This quote shows how much Lord Henry cares about youth and how much it is worthy for him. Dorian does not care much about his youth as much as Lord Henry does. The third theme is superficial nature of society. “There was an exquisite poison in the air” (Ch4, pg.52). Dorian started to lose his morals. While he was talking to Lord Henry he describes as society as air that is poisoned and that brought to his downfall. “You don’t even know his name. However, as I said before, if he is rich…” (Ch5, pg.66). Sybil’s mother talks to her daughter and tells hers that she does not even know Dorian’s name. You can see that her mother judges and accepts people by their money and standard of living. This is how society functions now. The fourth theme in the story is the negative consequences of influence. “He has a very bad influence over all his friends” (Ch2, pg.19). The painter warns Dorian about Lord Henry influencing his friends. The painter sees Dorian as a good guy with morals and does not want Lord Henry influence destroy Dorian. “Dorian, this is horrible! Something has changed you completely… it is all Harry’s influence. I see that.” (Ch9, pg.112). Basil Hallward is very angry because of the change that happened in Dorian. He tells Dorian that he has become a spoiled creature and that is due to Lord Henry’s influence. These are the themes of the story with quotes supporting them.
As there are themes in The Picture of Dorian Grey there are motifs. Recurring structures, contrasts, and literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text’s major themes are known as motifs. The first motif is the picture of Dorian Grey. This is how the writer Oscar Wilde describes Dorian Grey. The writer narrates, “There were moments when he looked on evil simply as a mode through which he could realize his conception of the beautiful” (Ch11, pg.150). Oscar Wilde talks about how Dorian Grey was a good and beautiful person. But through the influence of his friends now he has changed to an evil person. “This portrait would be to him the most magical of mirrors” (Ch8, pg.110). The writer talks about the portrait picture of Dorian Grey. He describes the portrait painting as a magical mirror that Dorian will be able to see the good things in his personality and his beauty. Later on in the story Dorian looks at the portrait as a bad picture for himself. The second motif is the homoerotic male relationships. Here the writer talks about homosexuality. That was forbidden during the Victorian times in England. “Why is your friendship so fatal to young men?” (Ch12, pg.154). In this long monologue said by the painter he questions Dorian Grey about his friendships. He wants to motivate Dorian into having relationships with young men when he doesn’t. Grey sees it as a dangerous and death step because of the rules in England at that time. “The body sins once, and has done with its sin, for action is a mode of purification” (Ch2, pg.21). Oscar Wilde again talks again about sinning. He says that it is alright do to a sin such as being homosexual. It is fine with him because he thinks that when you sin that is the start of changing yourself and not sinning. The third motif Oscar Wilde puts in the story is the color of white. Now the color of white represents innocence. It also represents Dorian’s innocence and beauty. “His cool, white, flower-like hands, even, had a curious charm” (Ch2, pg.23). The writer describes Dorian very charmingly. He describes Dorian hands how innocent they are from any sins. Oscar Wilde uses a lot of similes in this quote. He also refers to Dorian’s heart white because he is clean from any sins. Another description for innocence by Oscar Wilde “Two green-and-white butterflies fluttered past them” (Ch2, pg.26). As you can see the writer brings in the word “white” again. He describes the butterfly white innocent not guilty of any sins. These are the three motifs that help to emphasize the themes of the story.

The seven deadly sins play a big part in showing the motifs and themes of the story. We can understand while we read that some of the characters are avarice. “Yes, horribly unjust of you. I make a great difference between people” (Ch1, pg.10).  Lord Henry here boasts about himself in front of Basil Hallward. He wants to tell Basil that he is different than other people and can influence them to change.  Dorian also has a high ego “when he saw it he drew back, and his cheeks flushed for a moment with pleasure” (Ch2, pg.27). When Dorian looked at his portrait picture he found himself so beautiful that no one can compete with his beauty. Oscar Wilde described the cheeks to show us that Dorian’s ego lies inside of him, he did not show off in front of everyone like Lord Henry does. Homosexuality has a big part in the story. This causes lust in the story. “Lord Henry, looking at him with his dreamy, languorous eyes” (Ch2, pg.23). Oscar Wilde describes how Lord Henry is looking at Dorian Grey. He describes Lord Henry as seeing Dorian in a very sexual way. The writer also has other sexual scenes such as “His kiss burned again upon her mouth. Her eyelids were warm with his breath” (Ch5, pg.65). Oscar Wilde exaggerates here a little bit in describing the kissing scene between Sybil Vane and Dorian Grey. He did that to show us how sexual they were and how the characters performed the sin of lust clearly in the story. Moving on from being sexuality Lord Henry performed an action that showed us gluttony existed in the story. “Basil, let us have something iced to drink, something with strawberries in it” (Ch2, pg.22).  Lord Henry was in Basil Hallward’s and was not ashamed of asking for something to drink. Adding more to the begging part he also asked for strawberries in the drink. He could have done that in his house, why did he come to Basil’s house? The answer for that is greed. Dorian Grey had greed in his personality. He had greed in judging people. “To cure the soul by means of the senses, and the senses by means of the soul!” (Ch18, pg.189). These words rung in Dorian’s ear to make him realize how judgmental he has become. That is all due to the influence of his friends. The story also show how some people are avarice. “However, as I said before, if he is rich…” (Ch5, pg.66). Sibyl Vane’s mother was arguing with her about Dorian, but once she knew that he is reached she started to change her words. So you see people have greed for money and Sibyl Vane’s mother is one of them. She also shows the sin of avarice when she talks to her son James Vane “Besides, he has the appearance of being rich, and the flowers he sends are lovely” (Ch5, pg.68). Once again Sibyl Vane’s mother ignored the fact to make sure what is going between her daughter and Dorian is serious or not. All she cared about that Dorian is rich and sent her lovely flowers that amazed her. Some characters can be described as lazy. Sloth appears at “Dorian made no answer…. And uncouth” (Ch2, pg.27). Oscar Wilde describes Dorian as very lazy by not paying attention when Basil Hallward was talking to him. Also his light reaction towards the portrait shows that he is lazy to react in a better joyful way. Influences from people that you love can make you lazy. “Yet it was not this alone that made him gloomy and morose” (Ch5, pg.70). Sibyl Vane’s love influenced Dorian so much that he has become always depressed and not wanting to do anything. He also began to have a short temper. Anger also known as the sin of wrath can lead to killing. “I wish I had, for as sure as there is a God in heaven, if he ever does you anything wrong, I shall kill him” (Ch5, pg.73). This quote is said by Jim Vane to his sister Sibyl. This shows how much he has jealousy over his sister and is willing to kill Dorian if he does something wrong to her. The same with the lad that was touched by Sibyl Vane. “Don’t forget that you will have…. I swear it” (Ch5, pg.75). The lad talks about if his sister got wronged by a man, he will kill him. This shows the anger that he will have. Although he is a man he envied other men beauty. “He was certainly wonderfully handsome, with his finely curved scarlet lips, his frank blue eyes, his crisp gold hair” (Ch1, pg.18). Lord Henry envied every part of Dorian Grey’s body. He is a man he should not be looking at Dorian at this way but homosexuality once again plays a big part here. Lord Henry also envied the relationship between Basil Hallward and Dorian Gray. “No wonder Basil Hallward worshiped him” (Ch2, pg.18). Lord Henry thinks that Basil is always with Dorian because of his beauty. On the other hand Basil was only Dorian’s best friend but Lord Henry was homosexual with Dorian and was jealous of Basil. These are examples of how the seven deadly sins played in the story.
Dorian Gray summoned Alan Campbell so that he can get rid of Basil Hallward’s body. Dorian Gray blackmailed Alan so because of that Alan had no choice but to do Dorian’s biddings. When Dorian was at the wharf he met James Vane. He wanted to meet him there so that it is a secret place that no one could see them. Dorian escaped from his attacker by telling James Vane that someone else is responsible for the death of Sibyl Vane. Remembering the face of James Vane attacking him made Dorian afraid at Selby Royal. The dead body of Basil Hallward made Dorian remember him always and make him feel that he did something wrong. Oscar Wilde wants to tell us that sooner or later you will have to face your sins and the crimes that you have committed. After analyzing The Picture of Dorian Gray, the readers can easily understand the themes and motifs from the seven deadly sins.
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