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Macbeth Compare and Contrast Outline
I. Introduction 

A. Question.

B. Macbeth.
1. William Shakespeare.
2. Tragedy.
C. After reading the play Macbeth and watching it live and with much discussion we see that there are similarities and differences.

II. Similarities 

A. Plot. 
B. Characters.
C. Time.
D. Setting.
III. Play seen
A. No sense of feeling.
B. Musical drama. 

C. Modern day language dialogue.

D. No demon companion.

E. Witches.
F. Death in Macduff’s family.

G. Act III.
H. Porter humor.

I. No ending.
IV. Play Read
A. Drama
B. Non modern day language.
C. Hard words.
D. Feelings and emotions.

E. Demon companion.
F. Witches were scary.

G. Doctor in Act IV.

H. Porter.

I. Ending.
V. Conclusion
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Is there a difference between an old written play and a modern acted play? This question will be proved and answered by the end of this essay. The play was written by the most famous William Shakespeare. He wrote it in the early 1600s. It is the best tragedy play written at that time. The play was about Macbeth, a Scottish general who had his eyes on the throne of Scotland. His wife played with his mind and made him murder the king of Scotland. He was successful in getting the throne but ghosts like the ghost of Banquo kept hunting him down. That brought to his ending. After reading the play Macbeth and watching it live and with much discussion we see that there are similarities and differences.

There were many similarities between the Macbeth play seen and Macbeth play read. To start with, both of the plays were William Shakespeare plays. The plot in the play seen and read were the same. Macbeth, the protagonist, murdered Duncan, the King of Scotland. His wife was the person who influenced him to do it. When Macbeth got the throne, he became a tyrant and used violence to remain in his position. For example, he murdered Macduff’s family because he betrayed him and did not support him. He killed Banquo's kids because he was worried he will end up having the throne which he does not want them to take his place. The main characters like Macbeth, Macduff, Duncan, Banquo, Lady Macbeth all existed in both the play seen and the play read. In the play read, the play takes place in the Scotland of medieval times, in the 11th century. There is also one scene that takes place in England.  Much of the action takes place at Macbeth's castle in Inverness, an area in the Scottish Highlands. This time and setting was also shown in the play seen. The characters wore costumes that belonged to the 1600s. The stage design was similar to the book. Most of the action that happened in the play seen was also in Macbeth’s castle. Those were the similarities between the play read and the play seen.

The play seen had many changes or events that were different. In the play, the actor’s feelings or emotions could not be felt or noticed by the audience. The play was mostly like a musical play. There was music almost every scene of the play. Some of the words that were that were in the dialogue were used in the songs. The actor’s dialogue was in modern day language. Some of the dialogues were changed or rephrased. There was no demon companion in the play seen. There were no animal sounds at all like the book. The witches were not scary and they appeared a lot on stage. They were mostly singing and dancing. There is a huge event difference in the play seen, when Macbeth killed lady Macduff. He first killed her and then her daughter. In the book Macduff had a son that was killed and it was the son who was killed first not the mother. In Act III, there were many missing pieces or parts that were skipped. In the play seen, the porter had a modern sense of humor. He was making modern jokes such a Miley Cyrus wrecking ball song. The bad part is that there is no ending for the play. The play started late and it did not end before the time the students had to go back to school. These were all the main things or ideas that were not similar to the book.

In the play read there were major differences than the play seen. The play read was very dramatic. The language used was not modern language. The dialogues had many hard words that were of old English language. While reading, there were emotions or feelings that could be read and made the reader feel or understand the character in the play. There was a demon companion in the play read. There were sounds of frogs and cats. The witches were described scarier in the play read than what was seen in the live play. In Act 4 Scene 3 in the play read there was a doctor, but in the play seen there was no doctor. In the play read the doctor was only there to change scenes and let people think about what was going on. The porter also had an old humor. He was not funny at all. Unlike the play seen, the play read had an ending. In the end of Macbeth, Macduff ends up killing Macbeth. During the final scene, a new king of Scotland is chosen to rule over everything. This is how the play read was more realistic and different from the play seen.

In conclusion, the play seen and read covered the same plot, characters and most of the events. Yes, there is a difference between an old written play and a modern acted play. A very big difference was in the language and words used. Other things that were different like the events of some scenes or emotions. Some things were skipped like the animals sounds. 
